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Synopsis

Girls cannot be drummers. Long ago on an islandA filled withA music, no one questioned that

AP

ruled "until the drum dream girl. In her city of drumbeats, she dreamed of pounding tall congas and
tapping small bongA s. She had to keep quiet. She had to practice in secret. But when at last her
dream-bright music was heard, everyone sang and danced and decided that both girls and boys
should be free to drum and dream. AAA A A A A Inspired by the childhood of Millo Castro
Zaldarriaga, a Chinese-African-Cuban girl who broke Cuba&#39;s traditional taboo against female

drummers, Drum Dream Girl tells an inspiring true story for dreamers everywhere.
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Customer Reviews

LA peza ™s stunning illustrations complement Englea ™s lyrical prose in a culmination of female
empowerment and pride. As illustrator LA pez dedicates the book to his & cearchitect mother, Pilo,
whose courage opened the ceiling above her dreams,a « readers are reminded of the strength and
brilliance of older generations of women, paving the way towards freedom and rights for younger
generations. This book strongly resonates with the legacy of womena ™s rights and empowerment
throughout history, in the Americas and beyond.Drum Dream Girl is based on the true story of Millo
Castro Zaldarriaga, a Chinese-African-Cuban girl living in the 1930s who successfully struggled

against the social stigma for female drummers, becoming one of Cubaa ™s great, historic



musicians. Engle narrates the tale through concise, lyrical writing, consistent with her style of fusing
poetry and prose: a ceBut everyone/ on the island of music/ in the city of drumbeats/ believed that
only boys/ should play drums/ so the drum dream girl/ had to keep dreaming/ quiet/ secret/
drumbeat/ dreams.a ¢ This style is both easy for younger readers to follow and digest, and lyrically
pleasing for older readers or adults.Millo is a talented drummer whose father wona ™t let her
pursue her dream since drumming is only for boys. However, Milloa ™s brilliance is so big that it
becomes increasingly harder to ignore her potential. With some help from inspirational teachers and
mentors, and her older sistera ™s all-girl music band, Millo is eventually able to conquer these
obstacles and freely express her love for music: & cewhere everyone who heard/ her dream-bright
music/ sang/ and danced/ and decided/ that girls should always/ be allowed to play/ drums/ and

both girls and boys/ should feel free/ to dream.
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